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‘Stronger Shipping for a Stronger Economy’ 
is the Australian Labor Government’s catch 
phrase to promote a viable and competitive 
shipping industry in the country. A staunch 
supporter of Australian shipping since it 
began operations in 1999, CSL Australia 
(CSLA) operates 70 percent of its fleet under 
Australian licence and with Australian crews. 

The Australian government’s interest in 
shipping was heightened in 2010 when the 
Hon. Anthony Albanese delivered a series 
of speeches to key industry groups. The 
Minister had ambitious goals of overhauling 
all aspects of the industry, from produc-
tivity, safety, environmental protection and 
efficiency to international competitiveness 
and fleet growth.

FiRSt tRiLLiuM CLaSS SHipS LauNCHeD at CHeNgxi SHipyaRD
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The Australian-flagged CSL Thevenard steams into Sydney Harbour.

The midship hull section of the first Trillium Class Laker was floated off the 
floating drydock at Chengxi Shipyard. The bow and stern sections were 
then attached in separate procedures. The Trillium Class Panamax was stern-launched into the Yangtze River.

CSL’s Trillium Class made quite a splash in 
December 2011 when the first Laker and 
Panamax vessels were launched into the 
Yangtze River at Chengxi Shipyard, China. 

Floated off the dry dock on December 15, 
Canada Steamship Lines’ Trillium Laker 
was the first of the newbuilds to enter the 
water. CSL International’s Trillium Panamax 
followed on December 23 slipping stern 
first into the river in a dramatic launch. 

As the ceremonial champagne bottle broke 
across her bow and fireworks filled the air, 
the 13,000-ton hull slowly slid down the 
slipway before it picked up momentum and 
entered the Yangtze at an impressive clip. 
Her forceful plunge propelled her several 
hundred metres out into the river before 
she came to a stop and was pulled back 
to the shipyard.

“The ceremony was an important mile-
stone, particularly for the CSL Newbuilds 
team for whom the launch represented 
several years of hard work and dedication,”  
remarked Gerry Begley, on-site CSL Project  
Manager. “We still have a lot of work ahead 
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This past fall, CSL International Pool vessel Bahama Spirit made the first delivery of a 
self-unloader cargo to Antalya, Turkey, discharging at a facility that had never received 
such a specialized vessel.

“Bulk discharges directly to a dock aren’t usually accepted in Antalya, but to accommodate 
the discharge, CSLI arranged to have a wall of containers set up to help contain the cargo,” 
explained Shaun Smith, Director, Marketing, CSLI. “The crew of the Spirit did their part 
by positioning the cargo exactly where it needed to go.”

The load of petcoke was discharged with no dust or spillage, with the containers pro-
viding the added safety buffer. 

“A big part of our job is explaining to port and terminal operators the advantages of our 
self-unloaders, especially their environmental benefits,” said Smith. “With successful 
discharges like Antalya, our job is made a little easier.”  

The newest addition to the Canada Steamship Lines fleet, the CSL Spirit, is on  
station at Pointe Noire in the Bay of Sept-Îles, Quebec, transhipping iron ore. 

The Panamax self-unloader, now the largest dry bulk self-unloading vessel under  
Canadian flag, facilitates the transhipping operation, requiring fewer loads to fill 
ocean-going Capesize vessels. 

“The CSL Spirit brings the advantages of scale and a telescoping mid-ship boom, 
which will reduce cycle time and bring us to a new level of performance,” said  
Dan McCarthy, Vice-President, Marketing and Customer Service. “The vessel and 
her crew are in great shape and will really ramp up the capacity of this operation.” 

The Spirit was brought over from the CSL International fleet at the end of the 2011 
season and underwent fit-out at Halifax Shipyard before assuming her new role in late 
January. CSL’s Handysize self-unloader Atlantic Superior had served the transhipment 
operation prior to the Spirit ’s arrival. When no longer required in the transhipment 
trade, the Superior will join regular Great Lakes-Seaway trading for CSL in 2012. 

“The Atlantic Superior and crew did yeoman’s work on the contract,” said McCarthy. 
“They deserve a lot of credit for pioneering this trade and making it a success.”  

tHiNkiNg iNSiDe tHe BOxeS

The Spirit tranships into a Capesize carrier.

The containers helped contain the cargo and minimize dust.

Additional barriers were set up water-side to prevent cargo spillage.

tHat’S tHe SpiRit

The CSL Spirit with her new port of registry in the fall of 2011.
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